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during the existence of the conference. No sooner did the
Agricultural Conference, supplied with the necessary fac-
tual material, open its deliberations preparatory to taking
practical steps, than Sipyagin was assassinated and Vyache-
slav Konstantinovich von-Plehve appointed in his stead. He
immediately visited his wrath on some of the leaders of
the local committees who were too outspoken in the ex-
pression of their opinions. Thus, Prince Dolgorukov, chair-
man of the District Board of the Government of Kursk,
was discharged, while Shcherbina, a well-known statistician,
was exiled from the government of Voronezh. The small
fry was treated even more unceremoniously. In endeavour-
ing to intercede for a peasant who was arrested and exiled
from the Tula province because of the opinions he expressed
before one of the local committees, Count Leo Tolstoy
accused me, not without some ground, of provocation. (His
letter is filed in my records.) Then Plehve obtained His
Majesty's permission to elaborate a system of laws and
regulations relating to the peasants in a special conference
attached to the Ministry of the Interior, and immediately
proceeded to form another set of provincial committees
under the presidency of provincial governors. The per-
sonnel of these new committees was made up with great
care, so as to include only men accustomed to say nothing
but what pleased the authorities. As there was no direct
decree forbidding the Agricultural Conference to deal with
the needs of the peasant class, and as I was certain that the
Plehve conference would come to nothing, I assumed an
attitude of watchful expectation. In the meantime, my
conference was studying general problems relating to grain
commerce, railroads, small credit, etc.
By a curious coincidence, Plehve met his fate in the same
way as did his predecessor. As soon as he was assassinated
and succeeded by Prince Svyatopolk-Mirski, a man of
honour, but too weak for his responsible post, the Agricul-